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Every eff ort has been made in preparing this book to provide accurate and up-to-date information which is in accord with accepted standards and practice at the time of publication. Although case histories are drawn from actual cases, every eff ort has been made to disguise the identities of the individuals involved. Nevertheless, the authors, editors and publishers can make no warranties that the information contained herein is totally free from error, not least because clinical standards are constantly changing through research and regulation. Th e authors, editors and publishers therefore disclaim all liability for direct or consequential damages resulting from the use of material contained in this book. Readers are strongly advised to pay careful attention to information provided by the manufacturer of any drugs or equipment that they plan to use. Th e discipline of Cerebrovascular Disease has grown into an exciting and therapeutically oriented discipline. Over the past two decades, there has been an explosion of new and innovative medical, surgical, and endovascular therapies for a variety of ischemic and hemorrhagic cerebrovascular disorders. In this volume on Cerebrovascular Diseases, one of the most specialized interdisciplinary and applied area of the modern clinical neurosciences, a deliberate attempt has been made to streamline the presentation of clinically relevant topical material by bridging theory and practice, with an aim to strike a balance between readability and completeness including a fairly comprehensive list of relevant references given at the end of each chapter.
Th is volume goes beyond the scope and confi guration of classic neurology or cerebrovascular texts, and is intended for the instruction of neurology and neurosurgery residents, stroke fellows, practicing general neurologists, neurohospitalists, hospitalists, and emergency medicine specialists. We also aim to serve the experienced and busy adult and child stroke specialist and general neurologists. We are hopeful that the readership will fi nd this volume informative, reliable, and intellectually stimulating, and we welcome criticisms for any potential distortions.
In daily clinical experience, patients do not present with known diagnoses, thus, in cerebrovascular disease, as in neurology in general, diagnosis is built upon details found by thorough and probing clinical examination artfully distinguishing between looking and seeing . As such, this special volume on Pitfalls in Cerebrovascular Disease -Case Based Learning includes 18 chapters encompassing an array of ischemic and hemorrhagic cerebrovascular disorders. Th e book begins with thorough discussions on transient ischemic attacks in adults and children. Th is is followed by an insightful discussion on diff erent aspects of cerebrovascular imaging challenges and potential pitfalls. Th e next chapters address comprehensive discussions on antithrombotic and thrombolytic therapy in the context of atrial fi brillation, other cardiovascular disorders, recurrent atherothrombotic cerebrovascular disease, and hyperacute ischemic stroke management. Detailed accounts in the management of selective disorders with modern endovascular interventions, carotid artery revascularization procedures, and the conundrum of closure in patients with stroke and patent foramen ovale is covered in the next chapters. Subsequent chapters deal with pitfalls and tips in the diagnosis and management of cerebral vasculitis, cerebrovascular causes of thunderclap headaches , reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndromes,moyamoya disease and other non-atherosclerotic cerebral vasculopathies, as well as vascular cognitive impairment. Later chapters deal with critical accounts on pitfalls in diagnosis and management of subarachnoid hemorrhage and intracerebral hemorrhage, to conclude with an artful and cogent discussion of pitfalls, tips, and potential fallacies in managing patients with cerebrovascular disease or rather their oft en over utilized ancillary tests.
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